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IV. Life in a Nazi Cami* 

By a Prisoner 

p„_ fit Times, London Conservative Daily 


FoR three years I was a pupil at th< 
Agricultural^ School founded at Wo 
2 near Konigswusterhausen, m i 9 -< 

by®’the Jewish Agricultural Commit 

tee. I am not a Jew but my family art 
poor, and, as the pupils at this schoo. 
did not have to pay for either tuition 
or board and lodging, I was sent tc 
study there. Besides, the teaching was 
supposed to be the best in Germany^ 
and the school, being new, was very 
well fitted up. The farm belonging to it 
had livestock and all the latest equip¬ 
ment, including tractors, which you 
had to learn to drive dead straight 
across a field of barley. I had my cer¬ 
tificate as a farm driver. In the eve¬ 
nings, after my work on the farm, I 
learned bookkeeping and typing. This 
year they started giving me 17 marks 
a week for my work. 

The director of the school, Dr 
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men from the village came to 
the school. They soon decided thf^ 
would do nicely for quartering Vo L 
tary labor contingents. Nothing ham 
pened till June 20. I got U p 
morning at about 5.30 and went to 
fetch corn to feed the chickens. When 
I reached the house again I saw all mv 
fellow pupils and the staff standing in 
a line in front of a group of S.A. men 
I was roughly told to line up too, and 
we were forced to climb into four 
lorries that the Nazis had brought to 
the door. We had to leave all our be¬ 
longings behind. If we did not hurry to 
get into the lorries we were beaten 
with iron and hard-rubber cudgels. 
Then the S.A. leaders started off in 
their motor-cars while we followed in 
the lorries, each of which was armed 
with a machine gun. We were packed 
tight, thirty S.A. men and ten of us in 
each lorry. The S.A. men came from 
Berlin and belonged to three detach¬ 
ments of the Storkow troop. They 
were all heavily armed. 

After an hour’s drive we reached the 
Adolf Hitler Haus in the Voss-strasse 
in Berlin, where we had to wait fo r 
about three hours. We were not al¬ 
lowed to get out of the lorries and a 
crowd collected round us. The S.A* 
men told everybody to look at us we , 
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>‘ |C \Vhen tlK- people heard that 
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ft !» st 1 ta ken to the concen tra¬ 
vel ** *a t Oranienburg, about half 

t iofi can ! P d rive from Berlin. We ar- 
0**, » building that had formerly 
a ‘ w er plant- and were told to 
bet" 4 l,- or about three hours we had 
ft*** upright in a line in front of 
"‘Zr before they Ictus tn; it any. 
ilit 0 . j t0 s it dow'n he was beaten. 
o0 - 'la we were taken upstairs to a 
* where one S.A. man took our 
tLraphs in three positions an- 
Cr wok our fingerprints, a third re- 
0 ved everything from our pockets, 
171 da fourth wrote down a description 
of each of us. Next we were shown a 
pile of straw and told to take as much 
of it as we needed for bedding. We 
then went into a large hall, which we 
were told was the place where in fu¬ 
ture we should sleep, eat, and gener¬ 
ally live. Each was given a small cup 
of coffee and a piece of black bread, 
our first food for the day, and told to 
be careful not to complain. 

Next day the camp routine began 
for us. We had to get up at five in the 
morning and do two hours' drill and 
military training. This consisted in 
instruction in handling rifles, in taking 
cover during air raids, in preparing to 
meet gas attacks, and in drill of every 
told. Then came breakfast—a cup of 
coffee and two slices of black bread 
w, di jam. Manual work occupied us 
until twelve, when we had a pint of 
^ a tery soup mixed with beans. On 
Jindays rice was added and, if you 
cr e ucky, you were given a slice of 
^ too. Work continued until late 
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then given another cup of coffee with 
some more bread, and finally went to 
bed on our heaps of straw. The young¬ 
est of us, Manfred Benjamin? aged 
only I3 , received the same treatment 
as the others and spent most of the 
time in tears. 

Soon after my arrival a Nazi asked 
me it I could use a typewriter. I re¬ 
plied that I could, and he took me to 
the commandant of the camp, Captain 
Kruger, who gave me a job in the 
office. Here I learned something about 
how the camp was run and had a 
chance to talk to some of the promi¬ 
nent prisoners, such as the managing 
director of the German Broadcasting 
Company and the mayors of several of 
the smaller towns. I found there were 
about 2,500 prisoners in the camp, of 
whom only 5 per cent were Jews. The 
rest were Communists, Social Demo¬ 
crats, and other political enemies of 
Hitlerism. On August 18 about 102 
S.A. men who had been ‘lazy’ were 
brought in for punishment. They 
underwent the same treatment as the 
others, except that they were not 
beaten. The routine was much the 
same for all the prisoners, although 
the Jews were made to keep to them¬ 
selves and had to live in an enclosure 
about 25 yards square at one end of 
the camp. Prominent prisoners were 
punished more often than the others 
but everybody had his full share of 
beating, especially when the Nazis 
came back late in the evening from the 
neighboring beer saloon. 1 hen t ey 
would come into the great hall and 
beat some of the prisoners savage y. 
They would also scrub them brutally 
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ere hidden andorde-L . n 
quickly if they did not^ ' 
to be ‘helped.’ ‘Help’ meant h. W *' u 
When I lerr Braun, of the Broaf 1 " 8 ' 
ing Company, came down from . l ' 
commandant’s room he had h d 

j 1 '-'’— . . npar it uv reu a bad time that his eves wpto 

JS placed .about ll've yards from it and he could hardly see . Onetf^ 
Kong. The camp garrison consisted boys asked him if he would like some 
of about 300 men, divided into two water to bathe h,s eyes, but he an 
watches, one of which was always on swered that he was afraid w e should 
duty Twenty men were posted on the only get into trouble if we did any 
roof of the main building with machine thing lor him and, in any case, he had 
guns, and twenty more stood round hnished with life.’ 

it. Others were on guard at various The posts were controlled by two 
places inside and outside the camp. S.A. officers, who opened all the letters 

There was no chance of escaping. At that arrived in the camp and carefully 
night the camp was lit by searchlights, censored them. Prisoners were never 
and guards would come into the hall allowed to seal their own envelopes 
where we slept and flash torches on the but had to hand their letters open to 
prisoners. S.A. men. Once a week they might re- 

My work in the office was to keep ceive parcels weighing up to eleven 
accounts, typewrite messages, and pounds, which were usually not inter¬ 
take fingerprints. I discovered that the cepted. On Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. 
camp had belonged at first only to the they could be visited by their relations, 
Nazis and had been taken over by the who might bring them presents; these, 
oveminent on April 22. Every pris- of course, were controlled. When it 
wepL'Q VaS aK ° r i 3, eight was reported that ‘foreign aeroplanes 

Thev were a1l tW a ^ re ^ ease( h had flown over Berlin/ the corn- 

penny thei^ r t0 exc ^ an S e ever y mandant called us together and told 
their arrival and ^ mone y on us that as a punishment we should 
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entered up fal se accounts in tb and ful1 da >'' s work and are ^ en ‘ heir 
bo °ks. As for oC pe ‘ n a h , e < ; am P board and lodging free. Every Mo - 
Personal belong, day they did military training 
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'Ve prominent prisoners included 
n y members of the Reichstag and 
of the Landtag. Dr. Ludwig Levy, the 
attorney of Potsdam, and the 


state 


managing director of the Berlin Traffic 


Company 


had both been arrested in 


March and kept in the camp ever 
since. Well-known people like these 
were beaten every day and frequently 
deprived of lunch and visits. Two men 
committed suicide while I was there: 
Hermann Hagendorf, of Anhalt, who 
cut the veins of his wrist, and Walter 
Klausch, who hanged himself with his 
belt. Most of the prisoners dared not 
say a word after they had been beaten, 
but all night you could hear them 
groaning. When they were released 
they all had to sign two papers—a 
w hite one saying that the living con- 
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authorities were nnM r ° m i outsl ^ e 
messages telling the S.A .men whemo 

Communists! papers belon ging to 
At last, on August 22, the com 
mandant decided to release us boys 
who had only been arrested because 
the Government had no cheaper wav 
of providing for us after they had 
taken over our school. He came at 
about 10.30 p.m. and told us we had 
two minutes to leave the camp; if we 
were not gone by that time we should 
never be let out at all. We went as fast 
as we could down the road to Berlin, 
and passed the night under a hedge 
about five miles from the camp. Early 
the next morning I went to a barber’s 
shop and telephoned to the Jewish 
Agricultural Committee to come and 
fetch us. They brought us to Berlin in 
motor-cars, and there we slept in beds 
with sheets on them for the first time 
for two months. 

A few days later, as I had a driving 
license, I managed to get a job as 
chauffeur to a lady who wanted to go 
to Switzerland, where my family were. 
At last we reached our destination, St. 
Gall, and I was safe. 


V. Jazz in Japan 

By Professor Leopold Winkler 
Translated from the Neitc Freie Presse, Vienna Liberal y 

R OPEAN and American fads amazing force and re j iave gone 
j lme to reach Japan. But when of the Orient, i n g West w ffl 

do arrive they catch hold with out of style years ago 





